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***ECHO LAKE CALENDAR***
DECEMBER
Wed. 12/12
Wed., 12/19
12/24-1/4

Early Release Day, 1:50 PM
Early Release Day, 1:50 PM
NO SCHOOL-Winter Break

JANUARY
Mon., 1/7
Tues., 1/8
Wed., 1/9
Wed., 1/16

School Resumes
PTA Meeting, 7:00 PM
Early Release Day, 1:50 PM
Early Release Day, 1:50 PM

COOKIE DOUGH DELIVERY

MONDAY, DECEMBER 17, 3:30 PM
If you ordered cookie dough through our
student fundraiser, it will be delivered to
your student’s classroom on Monday,
December 17th. Please note that this is a
different date than originally planned.
Please plan to come pick up your cookie
dough and your student at the end of the
school day at 3:30. If your child has a large
order, they will not be allowed to bring it
home on the bus. We cannot store cookie
dough here at school.
Enjoy your cookies! We raised $5635.00!

NEWS FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Families,
It’s hard to believe that this is the last
newsletter of 2018. Thank you to everyone
that attended or participated in this year’s
Festival of Cultures. It is a truly amazing
event and a wonderful opportunity to
celebrate our community. Thank you also
for your support of our new Wednesday
early release model. Over the past few
weeks, the early releases have provided our
staff time to collaborate and learn with
teachers across the district, focusing on
providing student choice and increasing
student centered practices. This winter,
Echo Lake staff will be working together to
develop inquiry groups focused on
addressing the challenges of ensuring all of
our students are successful.
Best wishes to your family for a happy and
healthy holiday season!
Mr. Lohman
Principal, Echo Lake

MESSAGE FROM OUR NEW DEAN OF STUDENTS, JAIME ATENCIO
Dear Students, Parents, and Staff,
Greetings! My name is Jaime Atencio, and I have been hired as the new Elementary
School Dean for Echo Lake. I am extremely excited about this position and cannot wait
to get to know our wonderful students, their families, and our talented staff. I hope you
will help me in learning more about the many programs offered at our school and the
ways I can support our community.
I am originally from Columbia and I also lived in New York City for over 20 years. My
experiences taught me the importance of diversity and how to implement a wide range
of ideas into my work. I started my career as a K-8 teacher at Mountain Creek State
School in Queensland, Australia. Locally, I have been a Middle School teacher in the
Edmonds and Riverview School Districts as a Health and Fitness teacher. During my
teaching career I have had the amazing opportunity to work in the Adapted Physical
Education field with special needs students as well as with English Language Learning
(ELL) programs to bring differentiated instruction to students.
My priorities as Elementary Dean are to ensure a safe and positive learning
environment for our students, their families, and our staff. I will also work individually
with teachers at each grade level to effectively meet the individual needs for students
and then apply specialized support within an inclusive environment.
It is with great pleasure that I join the Shoreline community and I look forward to being
an impactful resource on the success of our students and school. If at any time you
have any questions, comments, or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.
I look forward to working with you to continue to grow a healthy and safe learning
community for our amazing students.
Sincerely,
Jaime Atencio
Dean of Students, Echo Lake
jaime.atencio@shorelineschools.org

UPCOMING TRIPS OR ABSENCES?
If your family is planning to extend your
winter break so that your child will be
absent before we are out on December
21st, or after we return on January 7th,
please let the office know. The Echo Lake
office has a message line for you to call the
school 24 hours. The number is (206)
393-4338; or you may email our
attendance secretary at:
el.attendance@shorelineschools.org. Your
phone calls and emails will help us with
our morning “Safe Arrival” attendance calls
and will ensure that your child is not
marked “unexcused”.
Also, on any day that your child will be late
or absent we ask that you call the office at
(206) 393-4338, our 24-hour number. You
may also email to
el.attendance@shorelineschools.org. We
appreciate your help in keeping your child’s
attendance records up to date. Thank you!

TRAFFIC SAFETY REMINDER
We would like to thank all of our families
for your work to ensure our students’ safe
arrival and departure from school. To keep
everyone safe, below are some important
traffic safety reminders:

• Please do not double park; it blocks the

visibility for other children and vehicles.

• Please do not load or unload children
•

•

across the street from the school.
Driving clockwise around the school
helps keep the flow of traffic moving in
one direction, and cuts down on the need
for dangerous U-turns.
Please don’t have your student run out
into the street to jump into your car. Yes,
it saves time, but it is too dangerous to
have students darting in and out of
traffic.
There is no stopping allowed in the street
on NE 195th St., as it causes congestion
for everyone.
There is no parking in the striped noparking area on the south side of NE
195th St.

NOVEMBER CLASSES OF THE MONTH

•

Each month, our specialists (Integrated Arts,
P.E., and Library) give Class of the Month
awards. Congratulations to these classes for a
job well done!

•

Integrated Arts-November’s Class of the
Month is Mr. Owen’s 6th grade class for
consistently focused musical work, and
responsible and kind behavior.

Please continue to follow Echo Lake’s traffic
safety rules. It helps us keep our children
and their families safe.

P.E.-November’s Class of the Month is Mrs.
Gillingham’s 3rd grade class for always coming
to P.E. with with a positive attitude and
working hard! Yay! Go Team Gillingham!
Library-November’s Class of the Month is Mr.
Ballard’s 6th grade class for tremendous
improvement in focusing on learning, being
kind, and helpful. Well done!

Jaime Atencio
Dean of Students, Echo Lake

With the giving season here, please think about putting a few books in your
child’s gift pile. No, they are not as exciting as games, toys, or electronics, but in
the long term, having a stash of books available for children to read can make a
difference in a child’s positive attitude towards reading. If you do buy books,
purchase titles that can be read by your child now. Books that are too difficult
will not be read and lead to frustration. If you need suggestions, ask me through
email or stop by the Echo Lake library. I’d be happy to make a quick and easy
list.
The Echo Lake library is experiencing a high volume of damaged book returns.
The most vexing problems are leaky water bottles and younger sibling writing in
library books. I constantly remind student to keep their library books away from
preschool or younger children. The Echo Lake library has a very limited budget
and the Shoreline School District provides no funding. We simply don’t have the
resources to replace very many damaged books.
Here are some suggestions to keep library books readable for years:
• Put water bottles and library books in separate areas of backpacks. About a
dozen books are damaged by liquid each year.
• Keep library books in a safe, easy to find place away from preschool children
and pets.
• Avoid eating or drinking around library books. Food and liquid on books can
rarely be replaced.
Happy Reading!
Dennis Day, Echo Lake Librarian

LOST AND FOUND

Echo Lake has a lost and found area in the
hallway by the lunchroom. It has a large
collection of coats, jackets, sweaters, hats,
and lunchboxes. Please remind your child to
look there for lost items, or you may stop in
to check for things yourself. Items are much
more likely to be returned to your child if
they are clearly marked with your child’s
name. Unclaimed items will be donated to
The Works over Winter Break.

FRED MEYER COMMUNITY REWARDS
For most of us, Fred Meyer is our
neighborhood grocery store. This is the
easiest way to raise money for Echo Lake
without doing anything!
Go to https://www.fredmeyer.com/topic/
community-rewards-4, click on “re-enroll
or link your rewards card” and follow the
steps. Search for Echo Lake Elementary
PTA to have your purchases benefit the
school. You can also use our ID-XD675 to
search. You can also ask friends and family
to link their Fred Meyer or Kroger cards to
Echo Lake PTA.

SNO-KING SCHOOL RETIREES
GRANTS
Sno-King School Retirees gave grants up to
$250 to the following teachers:

KINDERFEST 2019

Saturday, January 26, 2019
10:00 AM-Noon
Shoreline Center, Shoreline Room
18560 1st Ave NE
Kinderfest is a great opportunity for
families to hear and learn about the
programs offered by the Shoreline School
District such as: Food Services,
Transportation, Nurses, ELL/Special
Services, Highly Capable Program, and PTA.
Each elementary school in the Shoreline
School District will be there for a meet and
greet and to answer questions. Spanish,
Amharic, Mandarin, Korean and
Vietnamese interpreters will be available.
Limited, no-cost childcare will be available
on-site for children over 2 years old who are
potty-trained (sponsored by the Shoreline
Children’s Center). Please note that food
will not be allowed in the childcare room
due to possible allergies.
Kindergarten registration will begin on
Monday, February 4, 2019 at your
neighborhood school. In order to attend
kindergarten in the fall, your child must be
five (5) years old by August 31, 2019 and
reside in the cities of Shoreline or Lake
Forest Park.
For more information on registration,
please visit the Enrollment page on our
website: www.shorelineschools.org/
enrollment
If you have additional questions, please
contact Trinitee Swan at
trinitee.swan@shorelineschools.org or
(206) 393-4365.

Allison Bowhay plans to use her grant
money to purchase books for her
classroom: Horrible Histories, a non-fiction
set of books, and Roald Dahl book sets to
use with their unit on the author.
Shari Bronsther’s grant money will go for
a premade mat to use in the robotics and
coding club. The current homemade tarp
wrinkles and prevents the robots from
rolling and turning correctly. The new mat
will allow students to focus on coding.
Kelly Dillon will use her grant money to
support the school’s Great Kindness
Challenge through the purchase of t-shirts
and material used during Kindness Week.
Josh Frank’s grant will go toward
purchasing historical fiction novels
centered on Colonial America to be used in
a six-week integrated unit for fifth graders.
Joe Wack’s grant is also for historical
fiction to support the integrated fifth and
sixth grade unit.
Susie McDowell and Tani Stenfjord both
wrote grants to fund a science teacher to
speak to their students about insects as
part of their butterfly science. The
presentation will include an onsite “field
trip” to look at insects and their habitats
around Echo Lake. This grant money will
help defray the expenses.
Marcia Sanders plans to buy hardback
dictionaries for her fourth grade ELL
students to use at home.
Thank you Sno-King School Retirees!
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GIFT CARD and
FOOD DRIVE

December 3rd - December 14th, 2018

Echo Lake PTA is
collecting Gift Cards
($5-$25) for teens in
our community who
need support this year.
Fred Meyer, Target, Amazon, Starbucks
are just a few great ideas.

ECHO LAKE’S
TARGET ITEM IS

PASTA NOODLES!

OPT OUT FORM
If you are not interested in your
student being in the school
yearbook, school newsletters,
school videos, classroom
webpages, or social media, please
stop by the school office and pick
up a FERPA OPT-OUT Form. If
you do not want your student to
be in the PTA student directory
and/or receive mailings
regarding membership, meeting
events and school activities,
please fill out the same form.

Most wanted
food items:
peanut butter
macaroni & cheese
cereal (hot or cold)
canned soup
granola bars
pasta & rice
canned meats
ramen noodles
shelf stable milk
canned fruit / veggies
canned tomato products

Class to collect the most items per student wins a PIZZA PARTY!!

Shoreline School District #412 does not
discriminate against any protected classes.
For further information on notice of
nondiscrimination, in eluding the address and
phone number of the Title IX officer, visit:
http://www.shorelineschools.org/info/
title_ix.php

FROM THE ECHO LAKE FAMILY ADVOCATES AND COUNSELORS
As we head into the winter season we would like to reflect on what Echo Lake staff are
thankful for. We are honored and grateful to have the opportunity to know our wonderful
students and families. It is a privilege to see you children grow and learn, and to work
alongside families to help the next generation thrive. Thank you for entrusting us to care for
and teach your children. Thank you for your countless volunteer hours to help our teachers.
Thank you for all of the delicious treats and kind words. Thank you for being part of our
school and for your continued devotion to the Echo Lake community.
Along with all of the goodness of the winter season, we realize this can also be a challenging
time of year for a variety of reasons. We want to take a moment to remind students, families,
and staff about taking care of themselves. Please seek support if you need it. Echo Lake
school has Family Advocates and Counselors, all of which can provide information, skills, and
resources to help during stressful times. Please don’t hesitate to reach out.
We are here to support you!
Family Advocates:
Thelma Treperinas thelma.treperinas@shorelineschools.org
Erica Gonzalez erica.jones@shorelineschools.org
Counsellors:
Cher Anderton cher.anderton@shorelineschools.org
Amanda Farkas amanda.farkas@shorelineschools.org

and Echo Lake PTA presents

A well-guarded bridge separates two lands keeping the rumors flying and the truth
out. The Billie’s find their well-constructed cupboards are running short on food. The
Trolls have plenty of food but their houses are falling apart. When a young Billy and
a young Troll mistakenly meet under the bridge and become friends, will Little Billy
be able to convince his family and town the truth about trolls before it’s too
late!? Students will get to play wonderfully fun characters that celebrate
commonalities and differences and lots of fun big personalities.

Come out to see over 50 Echo Lake students performing in this year’s musical!
WHERE: Performances will be held at Shorewood High School’s Auditorium
located at 17300 Fremont Ave N. Shoreline, WA 98133.
WHEN: Friday, January 18th at 7:00p.m. and Saturday, January 19th at 2:00p.m.
Tickets will be sold through Brown Paper Tickets! Pre-sales begin soon!
Information on how to purchase tickets will be sent via email to families prior
to Winter Break
COST: Students $5.00, Adults $8.00, VIP* Preferred 1st two rows seating $12.00.
*VIP tickets comes with a water and a concession item of your choice!

