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In 2017-2018 there were many changes to services and
identification processes:
• HiCap services available in neighborhood schools
• students qualified in a single area eligible for services
• screening for all K and 2nd grade students district-wide
• processes to better identify more diverse learners
• committee reviewed services in grades 7-12
• Steering Committee to provide input/feedback formed

Upcoming for 2018-2019
• Work group formed to review kindergarten service
model and identification
• Committee to review HiCap services, specifically math
• Implementing a new checklist for teacher feedback
recommended by HiCap Steering Committee
• Continued work to increase equity in access to
HiCap services
• Ongoing professional learning for teachers

Volume 2, Issue 1

1

SHORELINE SCHOOL DISTRICT

FALL 2018

K-6 News
Kindergarten:

Full battery testing is currently occurring in elementary
schools through December 18th. Families will be
notified of eligibility for services by the end of January
with enrichment services to begin by late March.
Stay tuned for more information regarding changes to
the kindergarten program for this year.

Grades 1-6:

Teachers in our magnet program are participating in 3
professional learning sessions throughout the year with
gifted education expert Roger Fisher. Enrichment items
in development to support Highly Capable learners at
the neighborhood schools.

MS and HS News
Secondary HiCap Review Committee Recommendations:
At the end of last year, the committee made four
recommendations that we will be working to implement in
2018-2019 and beyond. The recommendations are:
1. Provide students and families an annual opportunity to
opt in/opt out of services
2. Pursue strategies to provide social/emotional support
for students
3. MS: group students together in cohorts in English and
Math. Or, when numbers are not sufficient for a whole
class, cluster Highly Capable students together with
additional students added to create full classes.
Timeline:
2018-2019 - Students clustered in ELA and Math
2019-2020 - Studens in cohorts in ELA and Math
4. HS: Explore creation of AP Capstone Courses leading
to an AP Capstone Diploma.

Did you know?
Spotlight on Neuroscience
• Gifted individuals have
increased grey matter
volume in various regions
of the brain (frontal lobes,
temporal lobes, parietal
lobes, and occipital lobes).
• They also show increased
connectivity between
regions of the brain.
Neuroscientists believe this
could explain why some
students can reach
conclusions quickly and
why other gifted children
take longer to complete
schoolwork - their brain is
flooded with a traffic jam
of alternative ideas.
• Gifted children love and
need challenge. When
presented with increased
challenge the gifted brain
exhibits greater bilateral
brain activity than the
general population.
Sources: Gifted Research &
Outreach (GRO)
https://www.gro-gifted.org/
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Community Engagement
Hi-Cap Advisory Committee
The Shoreline HiCap Advisory Committee comprised of Shoreline parents, administrators,
and teachers formed last year will meet this year on November 7, February 6, and May 1.
Presentations and minutes from meetings are on the website. This is an exciting
opportunity for ongoing collaboration between staff and families to:
-- Learn together about gifted learners and their needs
-- Provide feedback on the implementation of our Hi-Cap program
-- Ask questions and learn about services provided to our students
Advisory Committee Members:
Parents

Teachers

Administrators

Susan Campbell,
Silje Sodal, Lake
Meridian Park/Cascade Forest Park/Kellogg

Jennifer Etter, TOSA
HiCap

Maria Stevens, Chair

Susie Gallin LaClergue, Jill Steinberg,
Meridian Park
Einstein/Shorewood

Josh Frank, Coach
RC and EL

John Simard,
Brookside

Eden Jordan,
Ridgecrest/Brookside

Becki Frisk, TOSA
Math

David Tadlock,
Meridian Park

Lanaya Waldron,
Briarcrest

Rochelle Libby, LFP

SAVE the DATE
Friday, January 25, 2019

Gifted Education Day
in Olympia
Gifted Ed Day is a designated day for families
and their students to advocate for Highly Capable
services in Olympia. It is an excellent
opportunity to:
• meet our legislators and observe
government at work
• connect with HiCap families from
neighboring districts
• understand the issues that impact Highly
Capable services in our state today

Shoreline Hi Cap
Parent Association
The Shoreline Hi Cap Parent
Association (formerly SHAG), provides
opportunities for families of Highly
Capable students to connect with one
another and attend parent events.
Previous:
• Parenting the Gifted Worrier - Nov
Upcoming:
• SENG (Social/Emotional Needs of the
Gifted) 10 Week Parent Group - Feb-May
• Gifted Ed Day group outing.
More info: www.shorelinehicap.org
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Fun Sites to Explore
Our digital world makes learning new and exciting each and every day! A wealth of
websites offer students videos, challenges, and learning activities. Listed below are some
that you want to be sure to check out with your student.
The Kids Should See This: This site, whose subtitle is “smart videos for curious minds of all
ages,” combs through the internet to find interesting and engaging videos that can spur
curiosity, conversation, and research. You can subscribe to get an email with 7 videos
each week. https://thekidshouldseethis.com
Table Talk Math: The goal of this site is to promote mathematical conversations in families.
The site poses questions or ideas you can use to start a math conversation related to the
real world at the dinner table, on the drive to school, or waiting in the grocery line. The
creator of this site has also just begun offering a summer course for math learning all year
round. https://www.tabletalkmath.com/

Resources
Articles:
What to Do When One Child Is Identified as Gifted and One Is Not
Organizations:
Robinson Center at UW

Applications are now open for
the Early College Entrance
Program (Gr 8+) and for
Winter Saturday School
enrichment programs (Gr K-8).
Professional development for
teachers is also available.

Board game
night?
Dixit, a game for 3-6
players ages 8+, is all

Books and Resources
Smart but Scattered: The
revolutionary "Executive
Skills" approach to helping
kids reach their potential
Blogs/Twitter:
@gifted_guru
The Prufrock Blog
Byrdseed Blog -

For teachers with tips for
gifted/talented learning.
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about using your
imagination!

Players make analogies and connections between
visual images and words, stories, or themes. Then
try to determine which image the active player
selected.
Highly Capable students will enjoy the challenge of
making connections and having their imaginations
and lateral and creative thinking abilities stretched.
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