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Greetings Brookside Families, 
 
School Security  
The tragedy in Florida has been much on the minds of parents and educators everywhere.  Our hearts 
go out to the students, staff, and families affected by this shooting.  Before the break, I forwarded 
information to you on how to talk to your children about school violence; I hope that this was helpful.   
 
Student safety is an important consideration in our work and planning in Shoreline and at Brookside.  
We have ongoing drills for various emergent situations, with “lockdown” being one of these.  This 
protocol is used when a significant situation is occurring on-campus.  We actually did a lockdown drill 
shortly before the day of the Parkland shooting. 
 
Shoreline reviews and enhances security measures at schools on an ongoing basis.  This has brought 
several changes to Brookside in the past two years.  We now have a keyless entry electronic lock 
system for primary entry points at our school (all the double doors).  All other doors to the main building 
remain locked during the school day.  At times that we go into lockdown or lockout (like we did a few 
weeks ago) we are actually able to simultaneously engage the electronic locks remotely from the office. 
 
Despite our ongoing preparations, events like the one in Florida trigger additional inspection and review 
of how we keep kids safe at school.  If you have any questions about this, please feel free to contact me 
at our front office: 206/393-4140. 
 
To learn more about our district-level safety and security work, use these links: 

• https://www.shorelineschools.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=1164&datai
d=11416&FileName=2017-18%20Emergency%20Preparedness%20Program.pdf 

• https://www.shorelineschools.org/Page/3332 
• https://shoreline-wa.safeschoolsalert.com/ 

 
 
Absences and Trips 
As noted in my last Principal’s Message, I’ve included our revised procedures for families seeking an 
excused absence for a family trip or similar reasons.  The new form is attached to the broadcast email 
that sends out the newsletter. They are also available in the office and on the Brookside website. If 
you’ve notified Brookside of a planned absence before the break, you need not do anything additional. 
 
 

Thank you for your support to our school and students, 
John Simard 

Principal 


