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Greetings Brookside Families, 
 
Summer is here! 
The end of the school year is a time to celebrate successes and look forward to what the next chapter of life 
will bring.  For our students, that means the freedom of summer followed by a new class (or even new 
school).  For our staff it means sending students off to their next grade and taking the lessons of this year 
into our work with the next cohort of kids.  Families often ask if there is something that they should do to help 
their child over the summer.  You may have some specific areas noted by your child’s teacher…but the 
following are never a bad idea: 

• Daily Reading: there is sooooo much research highlighting the importance of daily reading.  We 
encourage it during school, but it should not drop off during the summer.  Kids reading things they 
like and are interested in is great.  Ask your child to describe what they are reading and ask them 
questions about the information, plot, or characters involved.  Ask your child to make inferences 
about character motivations and what might happen next. 

• Math Facts: no matter what grade-level your child will enter in fall, walking in with stronger math 
facts fluency will increase your child’s confidence and success.  This practice is best done 
frequently for short periods of time; 10-15 minutes every day is great! 

• Keyboarding: students in grades 3-6 all have direct access to Chromebooks at school.  Teachers 
have students use these in a variety of ways over any given week.  There are many free online 
keyboarding games that are fun and engaging for kids.   

 
 
“Once a Blue Jay, Always a Blue Jay.”   
This is often said to those that move on from our school.  It’s common for an elementary school of this size to 
see a few staff take on new adventures beyond Brookside at the end of a given school year.  This year we 
have a few staff blue jays making a transition.  I’ve listed them below in order of their time serving students at 
Brookside. 
 

Juile Moe 
Ms. Moe will finish her Shoreline teaching career this week.  She’s been working in our district for 33 
years and working with children at Brookside for the last 25.  Ms. Moe is an integral part of our school 
and has touched the lives of hundreds of families in our community.  Her presence and laughter will 
be sorely missed.  We look forward to hearing of her exciting retirement adventures next year and 
beyond. 
 
Theresa Hanson 
Mrs. Hanson is our speech-language pathologist.  She’s helped Brookside students strengthen their 
communication and articulation skills over the past 15 years.  I’ve observed her work on many 
occasions and have marveled at how she is able to blend the most mundane verbal articulation 
practice into fun and engaging games.  Mrs. Hanson will continue her career in Shoreline working 
with students at other schools. 
 
 



 
Brittany Rieck 
Mrs. Rieck began her teaching career as part of Brookside’s Kindergarten team and has been  
working in 2nd grade for the past few years.  In addition to her direct work with students, she’s also 
been a key staff person in Girls on the Run, the Knitting Club, and PBIS team.  Mrs. Rieck will join the 
first grade team at Lake Forest Park Elementary in the fall due to student population shifts.  We are 
sorry to loose her but know that she will do great work on the LFP team. 
 
Jessica Parrott 
Mrs. Parrott was our very first elementary counselor at Brookside.  If you or your child worked directly 
with her, you know the level of care, professionalism, and expertise that she’s brought to this role.  If 
you’ve not had direct contact with her, your child has still benefited from her skills as she’s facilitated 
our implementation of Positive Behavior Intervention and Supports (PBIS) including our Big Rules, 
Chirps, and many other things that affect your child daily.  She will be sorely missed, but we wish her 
well in her new role as a high school counselor. 

 
Vicki Ault 
Although Ms. Ault has only worked with Brookside orchestra students over the past couple years, she 
has been a key player in Shoreline’s instrumental music program for many years.  Like Ms. Moe, 
she’s decided it is time to shift into the next chapter of her life.  It has been wonderful to work with her 
and feel her influence in the music program here.  We wish her a great start to her retirement. 
 
Cassie Brickell 
Ms. Brickell joined the Brookside team from Edmonds School District on a limited-term contract this 
year due to Mrs. Nandi’s maternity leave.  She’s worked hard over the course of the year with Mrs. 
Telstad as part of 5th grade team.  Her input and experiences outside of Brookside aided our 
development of school-wide writing goals, and she’s been an engaged member of our staff Race & 
Equity committee.  We wish her well in all her future endeavors. 
 
Melissa Dow 
Mrs. Dow joined both the Brookside and Cascade K-8 special education teams this year.  She’s been 
a great collaborator and addition to the staff bringing her middle school experience to bear as she’s 
worked with our upper-grade students.  She will continue to serve the students of Cascade K-8 in the 
coming year.  We are pleased that her work will continue to benefit other students in our district if not 
our own at Brookside. 

 
 
New and Returning Staff 
 

Rachelle Friskey 
I am pleased to announce that Miss Friskey will join Brookside as our new counselor.  She’s worked 
in schools for over 10 years in both elementary and secondary levels in Columbus, Ohio and more 
recently in Shoreline as a counselor and family advocate.  We are glad to bring her onboard to share 
her experience and skills with our staff and students.  She’s invested in Shoreline not only as an 
employee, but as a Kellogg and Shorecrest parent as well.  Welcome to Brookside! J 
 
Megan Nandi 
Mrs. Nandi was out this year on maternity leave after having her second child, Stella.  She is excited 
to return to our staff and jump back in to working with our 5th graders in the fall.  Welcome back Mrs. 
Nandi! J 

 
We hope that you and your family have an excellent summer filled with quality time together in the 
sun.  We look forward to seeing you in the fall when we all come together refreshed and ready to 
plunge into the new school year. 

Thank you for your ongoing support of your children and our school. 
John Simard 

Principal 


