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Greetings Brookside Families, 
 
Early Release Wednesdays for 2018-2019 
Last night, our School Board approved the proposal to have students released early on Wednesdays 
that fall on 5-day weeks.  This will begin in the 2018-2019 school year; the exact release time has not 
been determined but will be 1.5 to 2 hours earlier that the regular school day.  Moving forward with this 
plan will eliminate non-student days so that our students attend school 180 days rather than only 175.  
Bus transportation will be offered to students as usual.  More information on after school options will be 
provided later.  These options will include tuition-based extended care and enrichment activities at every 
elementary school; scholarship vouchers will be available to students who receive free or reduced-price 
lunch.  Although adjusting to this schedule will pose challenges for some families, I am glad to have 
more opportunities over the course of the year for our staff to work together and further improve the 
great work happening at your child’s school. 
 
State Testing Calendar 
For the past few years, Washington and many other states have used the Smarter Balanced 
Assessment (SBA) to gauge student proficiency with the Common Core State Standards.  You will find 
our testing calendar attached to this message and on our website.  We will give make-up sessions 
ongoing for any student who misses a testing day.  Please be sure to be in contact with our office 
regarding any absences during May. 
 
Summer School Invites 
Right now, school sites are working with the District about who to invite for summer school this year.  
The program generally runs for a shortened day Monday-Friday for four weeks in the middle of the 
summer.  Invites will go out soon for students with distinct academic need. The program for K-3 will 
focus on reading while 4-6 will focus on math. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact our 
office. 
 
Summer Highly Capable (HiCap) Testing  
Many Shoreline students have been tested for HiCap this year.  An additional summer option will 
happen in July, but we don’t have the specific date just yet.  If you want to keep an eye on HiCap 
updates, you will find the District HiCap page here: https://www.shorelineschools.org/domain/90 
 
Absences and Trips 
As noted in my last Principal’s Message, we’ve revised our procedures around excused absence for a 
family trip or similar reason.  If you have a planned absence coming, please contact our office for the 
request form.   
 

Thank you for your support to our school and students, 
John Simard 

Principal 


