Brookside Elementary
Principal’s Message

2/11/20
Greetings Brookside Families,
Kids Getting Home
We’ve had a surprising amount of last-minute messages from families changing their child’s method for
getting home. Please help us ensure your child gets to the right place; talk to your child ahead of time
and notify your child’s teacher and the office as soon as you know of the change.
Internet Safety Meeting: 2/12 at 7:30 p.m….that is TOMORROW
Please join use for this special parent/guardian training with Stephanie Thomas. Stephanie has worked
with Brookside and surrounding school communities on how to keep our kids safe online. This
presentation is for adults. We will host a session for our upper-grade students at school later this
year.
Topics will include:
o Guidelines for cell phone & Internet
o Cyberbullying
safety
o Sexting
o Online relationships (stranger
o Social networking
danger)
o Online posting & privacy
Standards-Based Grading and Report Cards
Report cards will be sent home with students on Friday, February 14th. Shoreline elementary schools
use standards-based grading for report cards. This has become a very common practice for public
schools and was also done in my previous two school districts. Our report cards may look and feel very
different than the report cards you got as a child. The key to this kind of grading is a student
demonstrating “proficiency” or “mastery” of a grade-level standard (these terms are often used
interchangeably).
If a student demonstrates this for a given standard (or a group of them on that report card line) then the
student would get a “3.” This does not mean that the students accrued a certain percentage of total
points to get a grade. A teacher may have four assignments from a student that very clearly
demonstrate their proficient understanding of a concept. That child’s classmate might have struggled a
bit on the first couple assignments but with additional work showed that they also gained a proficient
understanding before the end of the semester. These two students would have a “3” on the report card
for that concept.
A report card grade of less than 3 is not a judgment on a child’s effort or future capacity. It is a reflection
of the teacher’s evidence that a child has not demonstrated mastery of standards by a given time (in our
case, one semester). There are separate areas for teachers to indicate students’ level of effort.
There can be a whole host of reasons behind why a child does not demonstrate this. A child may be
new to English or have a specific learning disability that impacts their ability to attain grade-level mastery
in a certain area. In these cases, a student may have a “1” or “2” noted for those areas, but they will
also have supplementary feedback coming to their family describing the child’s progress in English

acquisition or progress attaining individual education plan (IEP) goals. Last week I sent out this link
describing standards-based grading and our new math curriculum resources (Bridges); you will find it
here if you did not get a change to see it last time around:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jq0BJRMozP65addYlEl8XORHdxvwSevkhJ6eDm1SzZ0/edit
Fifth Grade Band and Orchestra Concert: 2/26 at 7:00 p.m.
We look forward to you joining us for this concert that was rescheduled due to snow. Our fifth graders
have been practicing and getting ready with the extra time. J
Educational Effectiveness Survey Meeting 3/18 at 6:30 p.m. in the Music Room
Around the time of our first conference period, we asked you to take a survey about your impressions of
our school. I will be hosting a meeting to review what our families and upper-grade students had to say!
Childcare and pizza will be provided. So that we know how much pizza to order, please RSVP by 5:00
p.m. on Thursday 3/12. Call us at 206/393-4140 or email bks.attendance@shorelineschools.org
Thank you for your ongoing support to our school and students,

Principal John Simard

