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See You in the Fall!
Dear Ridgecrest Parents and Families,
It is hard to imagine that this is my last newsletter article of the school year! But as we know, time flies when you’re
having fun—or working hard—and we are doing both here at Ridgecrest. It has been a wonderful year of learning
for students, staff, and parents. The partnerships we have with you, your child’s first teacher, are integral to your
child’s success. Thank you for the countless hours you invested this year, both in and out of school, to make this
happen.
Summer is a time for rest and rejuvenation. It is also a time to keep those learned skills sharp. Best practices state
that for primary students, if they read at least 10 to 12 books this summer, they can retain their reading level. For
intermediate students, they need to read five to six good-sized chapter books. Reading more is even better! Visit
your local public library to check out their summer reading program and take advantage of that great resource in
our community.
Math skills matter, too. There is an app titled “Bedtime Math” which provides daily problems at a variety of levels for
families to make sense of and solve together. For more information go to http://bedtimemath.org/ They also have
Bedtime Math books available at local bookstores and Amazon.
Finally, safety is still our number one priority. Please take a few moments to talk with your children about safety in
the summer: in your neighborhood, on bikes, and on the water. Remind them to check in with you, especially on
those long summer days when the sun doesn’t set until nearly 9:00 p.m. We care about each of our children.
I want to close this last newsletter of the year by saying what a pleasure and a privilege it is to serve each and all of
your as the proud principal of Ridgecrest Elementary. I drive in each day and think how fortunate I am to be here
with this tremendous school community. Thank you for all you have done to welcome and assist me in this first
year. I hope you all take the time you need to relax and enjoy our spectacular Northwest summer!
See you in the fall — Elizabeth Nunes, Principal

Ridgecrest Elementary Office Hours
With the end of the 2018-19 school year approaching, we wanted to be sure you were aware of when our office will be open
(and closed). The office is open from 8:00am - 3:30pm Monday-Friday through June 21st. during the week of June 24-28,
please call ahead (206-393-1492 or 206-393-1493) if you plan to stop by, as our hours will vary. The office will be closed
throughout the month of July and the first part of August. All district school offices will open for the 2019-20 school year on
Monday, August 12 at 8am. On Wednesday, August 28, our office will be open limited hours (1:00-3:00pm) so all of our staff
may participate in our staff retreat. We appreciate your understanding and flexibility.
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Calendar of Events
End of the Year Housekeeping
New School Measles, Mumps and Rubella (MMR) Vaccination
Law:
As of July 28, 2019, a new state law removes the personal
and philosophical option to exempt children from the MMR vaccine
required for school and child care attendance. Medical and religious
exemptions are not affected by this new law.
Based on this new law, you will need to provide updated
immunization paperwork at or before the start of the 2019-2020
school year, starting on September 4th, 2019. Children without a
medical or religious exemption will need two doses of MMR vaccine
to be allowed into school.
Because MMR vaccine doses must be administered at
least a month apart, your child may be entered into school if they
have paperwork showing at least one dose of MMR vaccine by the
beginning of the school year. This will place your child under
conditional status for up to 30 days, at which point you will need to
provide records showing your child received the second dose of
vaccine.
In Summary:
·
Personal/philosophical exemptions for MMR are no longer valid
·
Your child needs proof of MMR vaccination by the first day of
school
·
Children not compliant with state vaccine requirements may be
excluded from school
By notifying you before the end of the 2018-2019 school
year, we hope you will have sufficient time to meet the new
immunization requirements for the next school year starting on
September 4th, 2019.
If you have a concern about your child getting the vaccine,
discuss the issue with your provider. They will help ensure the
safest approach is taken for the best outcome for your child.
Although the healthcare provider's judgment is ultimately the
decider for a medical exemption, discussing it with the parent/
guardian is an important part of making that clinical decision.
You can find more information at the WA Department of
Health exemption law change web page, including FAQs:
www.doh.wa.gov/mmrexemption
If you have any questions, you can contact us at:
rc.nurse@shorelineschools.org
Student Medication in the Health Office? Remember to pickup
medicine in the nurse’s office on or before the last day of school.
We cannot store drugs over the summer and have to dispose
of them. If your student has a medication related to a lifethreatening condition, please pickup on the last day of school. If this
is difficult, please have an adult relative or friend retrieve these.
Please let the nurses know who this will be so we can release the
medication appropriately. Medications CANNOT be sent home
with students. Thank you!
Nurse Joan and Nurse Stacey
joan.forbush@shorelineschools.org
stacey.chesnut@shorelineschools.org
206-393-4276

JUNE
12
14
14
14
17
18
19
20

NO Early Release - Dismissal at 3:00pm
SNOW MAKE UP DAY - Full Day of School!
4th/5th Grade Music Program 9-9:45am
Unclaimed Lost & Found to The WORKS
SNOW MAKE UP DAY - Full Day of School!
SNOW MAKE UP DAY - Full Day of School!
SNOW MAKE UP DAY - Full Day of School!
NO Early Release - Dismissal at 3:00pm
LAST DAY OF SCHOOL - Dismissal @ 11:15am

Planning Ahead for 2019-2020
The initial calendar for the 2019-2020 school year is
available on the Shoreline School District website.
Below are the dates of our breaks. Please keep
these dates in mind when planning trips for next
year so instruction days are not impacted by
absences.
SEPTEMBER
4
First Day of Instruction for Gr 1-6
NOVEMBER
28-29 Thanksgiving Break
DECEMBER
23-Jan 3 Winter Break
FEBRUARY
17-21 Mid-Winter Break
APRIL
20-24

Spring Break

JUNE
18

Tentative Last Day of School

Last day of school
June 20
Dismissal at 11:15am
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The Shoreline
Back to School Consortium
The Shoreline Back to School Consortium will hold its annual Back To School Event at Ridgecrest Elementary, 16516 10th Ave. NE, on
Saturday, August 24 from 12:30 pm - 4:00 pm. For the past 18 years, the Shoreline/Lake Forest Park community has come together to
support students and their success by donating backpacks, school supplies, clothes and hygiene products. This year, the group plans to serve
1,000 students.
There are many ways to participate in this event. To make a financial donation, visit http://btsconsortium.org/donate.html and look for
the “Donate Now” button.
Donations of backpacks, school supplies, socks, underwear, shampoo and conditioner can be made at The WORKS, 18560 1st Ave. NE,
Shoreline and Center for Human Services, 17018 15th Ave. NE, Shoreline. Other drop box locations beginning in July include: The Dale
Turner Family YMCA, Spartan Gym, Third Place Books and all the Shoreline and LFP Starbucks. Look for the boxes with the yellow school
bus logo. A list of needed items can be found at http://btsconsortium.org/donate.html#supplies. This year’s most needed school supplies are:
large backpacks, composition notebooks, earbuds, pointed and blunt tip scissors, fine line color markers, and scientific calculators.
To register for the August 24 event to receive supplies, visit www.btsconsortium.org, or call The WORKS information line at 206-393-4916 and
leave a message. Opportunities to volunteer prior to or on the day of the event will be posted at (get link from Liz) or feel free to leave a
message on The WORKS information line.
Back to School Consortium Members include the Center for Human Services; City of Shoreline; Dale Turner Family YMCA; Hopelink; Ronald
United Methodist Church; The Salvation Army; Shoreline Community Care; Shoreline School District; Rotary of Lake Forest Park; Turning
Point; and The WORKS of Shoreline PTA Council. The Shoreline Breakfast Rotary has also generously participated for many years.
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News from the RC

End of the Year Information
from the RC Library
The Book Exchange is coming! During the Taste of
Ridgecrest on Friday, June 17, students can bring up to ten
books they aren’t reading any more, and exchange them for
books brought by other students. Clean out your
bookshelves and get some new titles to read during the
summer for free! Please only bring books of interest to K-6
students, no adult or board books.
Important: Time to find those missing and late
library books! All library books were due Friday, June 7.
Many books reappear as classrooms are cleaned, so please
wait a few days before paying for a book unless you know it
is lost or damaged. If students cannot find a missing book,
there are two options (but we would still rather have the
original book):
1. Purchase a new or gently used copy of the book (Third
Place Books is a great source).
2. Pay the replacement cost and we will purchase a copy
over the summer.
The library is sending out email and paper overdue
notices so watch for those. Email if you have questions
about your child’s library record or overdues:
joanna.freeman@shorelineschools.org
************************************
Summer Reading started June 1 at our King
County Library System! Ridgecrest students met with one of
the Children’s Librarians on June 3 to learn about the
program. This year the Summer Reading program is for
everyone, from toddlers on up through adults, so families
can read and win together!
Exciting summer activities are taking place at our
local libraries, including science workshops, storytimes, craft
classes, makerspace activities and much more. Have fun at
our public libraries this summer while you check out books!
Summer Reading information from KCLS: https://tinyurl.com/
KCLSSummer
~ Joanna
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Ridgecrest Elementary Prearranged Absence Form
INSTRUCTIONS FOR PARENTS:
Please complete the below information and return Janina in the Ridgecrest front office.
Families should try to not schedule vacations or travel while school is in session. If a family
vacation or travel must occur while school is in session, it must be prearranged prior to the first date of
the absence and approved by the principal (or designee).
As a courtesy to family needs, the principal (or designee) may excuse up to five (5) school days for
a prearranged absence per student each school year.
Assignments requested for a prearranged absence will be provided to the student or
parent/guardian if requested three (3) to five (5) school days prior to the absence. Please note: Not all
learning activities/opportunities can be reproduced outside of the classroom.
Student #1 Name:

Student #2 Name:

Teacher/Grade:

Teacher/Grade:

Student #3 Name:

Student #4 Name:

Teacher/Grade:

Teacher/Grade:

Date(s) of Planned Absence: _______________
Reason for absence:

Total Missed School Days:

q Vacation

q

Family Event (wedding, cultural event)

q Family Emergency

q

Other __________________________________

_______________

PARENTS
I have met/communicated with my student’s teacher(s) regarding this planned absence and ways for my
student(s) to complete requested assignments. I am aware that this absence may affect my student’s
learning and being prepared for the next grade.
Parent/guardian signature

Date

Phone

The following are available vacation dates for this year. We appreciate your scheduling vacations/time
away from school during these times so that we can serve your child and help them achieve their best in
school.
• November 21st (early release)-November 23rd—Thanksgiving
• December 24th-January 4th—Winter Break
• February 18th – February 22nd—Mid-Winter Break
• April 22nd – April 26th—Spring Break
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