
District Instruction Materials Committee Minutes 
January 8, 2019 
Shoreline Center, Professional Library 

Call to Order 
Chairperson Maria Stevens called the District Instruction Committee Meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

Roll Call 
Present: Shannon O’rourke, Amy McClellan, Joanna Freeman, Geneva Norton, Anne Dame, 

Margaret Cassady, Maria Stevens, Ron Jones, Dr. Tanisha Brandon-Felder. 
In attendance:    Hanna Mazur 
Absent: Amy Vujovich, Andrew Lohman, Kari Bonallo, Kelly Flynt, Cynthia McConnelee, Wendy 

Friedman, Chrisy Francescutti 
Absent with regrets: Amy Vujovich, Eric Caldwell 

1.0  Approval of Minutes 
The minutes of the October 9, 2018 meeting were approved as submitted. 

2.0  Review of English Language Arts Material: 
2.1 Homegoing, Yaa Gyasi 

Homegoing is a novel submitted by Andy Kidd and presented by Amy McClellan. It is to be used for 
English/Grade 12 AP only and would fall within the Core category. It  is on AP reading list. 
 

Per ELA articulation committee’s comments, the novel has rich, timeless content, and will be a great addition to 
the 12th grade AP classroom. The narrative contains sensitive topics (race, sex, violence) and mature 
language, which will require a skilled, guided approach to instruction. As support for teachers, ELA committee 
will add more details noting specific places in the text, where extra guidance is needed.  
Both the length (300 p.) and the content of the novel were found appropriate for 12th grade AP students. 

Amy McClellan moved the motion to adopt Homegoing. Margaret Cassady seconded the motion. 

DIMC unanimously approved the motion with 9 votes. 

Time was provided for members to discuss DIMC/PACT timeline, not included on the agenda. 

SHORELINE

P U B L I C  S C H O O L S



There are currently four DIMC meetings per year. Because deadline to include courses in the course catalog is 
January 31, in order to have instruction materials approved for PACT courses for next year, the Committee has 
discussed the potential need to add another DIMC meetings between Jan 31 March 7, 2019. DIMC will consult 
ELA committee to ensure the proposed date fits their timeline. If confirmed, DIMC secretary will communicate 
the additional meeting date. Committee agreed that more frequent meetings in 2019-20 school year would 
provide teachers with the opportunity for more consistent and frequent submissions and reduce the number of 
agenda items.   
 
Adjournment:  9:26 a.m. 
 


