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Upcoming Events
November 4th – 8th 
Elementary Conferences
Half Day Release, 11:45 am

Wednesday, Nov. 6th
Angst Film Screening & Discussion
7:00-9:00 pm 
Brookside Elementary

Thursday, Nov. 7th
Deadline for PTSA Grant Applications
5:00 pm

Thursday, Nov. 7th
Shoreline Special Needs 
PTSA Meeting
7:30 – 8:30 pm, Shoreline Center 

Thursday, November 7th 
Staff Appreciation Lunch
11:15 am

Monday, November 11th 
Veterans Day
No School

Tuesday, Nov. 12th
MP Picture Retakes

Wednesday, November 13th 
No Early Release

Wednesday, November 13th 
Parent Education Night
Featuring Cher Anderton
6:30 – 8:00 pm
Meridian Park cafeteria

Wednesday, Nov. 27th
Half Day Release, 11:45 am
MP Movie Afternoon
12:00 – 2:00 pm

November 28th – 29th
Thanksgiving Holiday
No School

Tuesday, December 3rd 
Fall Book Fair 
Meridian Park Library

Thursday, Dec. 5th
All School Skate Night
6:00-8:00 pm
Lynnwood Bowl & Skate

ANGST FILM SCREENING & DISCUSSION: 
7-9pm ON NOVEMBER 6th 

AT BROOKSIDE ELEMENTARY  
Is anxiety affecting you and the people living in your community? 

Are you a teacher who sees many students dealing with stress or anxiety? 
Or a parent with children experiencing anxiety?  Help break the stigma 

around anxiety and get the discussion started today!  
Angst is a documentary designed to help people identify and understand the 

symptoms of anxiety and encourage them to reach out for help. 
The film includes interviews with kids, teens, educators, experts, parents 

and a very special interview with Michael Phelps. The film and corresponding 
materials provide tools, resources, and, above all, hope.    

Hosted by Meridian Park PTSA, with Brookside and Lake Forest Park PTAs. 
Post-film panel and discussion following with film producer Scilla Andreen. 

Students in grades 4 and up are welcome to attend.  

For more info and to RSVP, click here. 
with questions or if you need ideas.

Where: Lynnwood Bowl and Skate 
6210 200th St. S.W 

Lynnwood, WA 98036

Admission Price: 
$8 per person, skates included 
Inline Upgrade: $3.25 additional 

*Bring the whole family but please no drop-off
See Annie Gage for scholarship vouchers or email 

her at annie.gage@shorelineschools.org 
or 206-393-1768.

The next All School Skate 
Night is on December 5th 

from 6-8pm.

https://mpptsa.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a93e26f27f64c8817933ca4a4&id=034f52c49e&e=2c11eb94c3
mailto:annie.gage%40shorelineschools.org%20?subject=
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Announcements
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SAVE THE DATE!
Parent Drama Club meeting 
December 12th at 6:00 pm.

ART DOCENT asks: we have enough Paper Grocery bags 
(for student Portfolios), but are now seeking MAGAZINE DONATIONS, 

for our Winter quarter collage project. They can be placed in MP’s front 
lobby (near box tops) or in box outside Art Room #201. Thanks! 

NOVEMBER 13th PARENTING WORKSHOP: 
TOOLS TO DEAL WITH YOUR CHILD’S BIG EMOTIONS

Please join us for a Parenting Workshop with Cher Anderton, MSW, 
LSWAIC. Cher is a mental health therapist, former elementary 
school counselor, Trauma Informed Practices Consultant, and 

Positive Discipline Parent Educator. Cher and her partner have 
four kids and live in Shoreline. 

In this workshop, Cher will cover the following topics:
Modeling and Teaching Emotion Regulation to Your Kids: 

• Age appropriate behaviors that go along with big emotions like 
  worry/anxiety/anger/sadness/hurt/frustration 
• Feelings - What’s their purpose?        

Simple strategies to model and teach kids 
healthy emotional processing: 

• Name It to Tame It
• Feel Good Plan (home and school)
• Do-Overs/Making Repairs         
• Healthy Boundary Setting 

November 13th from 6:30-8:00pm in the Meridian Park cafeteria. 
Presented by Meridian Park PTSA and Shoreline Special Needs PTSA. 

RSVP here!

This year, MP PTSA is hosting 
monthly Community Coffees to 
provide a casual space for learning 
more about our school and each 
other. Children are welcome. Please 
let us know if you have any specific 
needs, and we will do our best to 
accommodate them.  

November’s Community Coffee 
will focus on Meridian Park’s English 
Language Learners (ELL) program. We 
will hear from our ELL teachers and 
learn more about how Meridian Park 
serves our ELL students. 

Remaining 2019-20 
Community Coffee Dates:
• November 21st   • December 19th   
• January 16th       • February 13th     
• March 19th         • April 16th           
• May 21st

Learn more and RSVP here.

MONTHLY  
COMMUNITY 
COFFEE

PTSA LINKS
BECOME A PTSA MEMBER
VOLUNTEER
PTSA CALENDAR
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK
LINK YOUR FRED MEYER 
REWARDS CARD 
SUPPORT US ON AMAZON SMILE

NOVEMBER 21st,
9:05am 

https://www.facebook.com/events/722993041482018/
https://www.facebook.com/events/662732390887280/
https://mpptsa.org/volunteer/
https://mpptsa.org/calendar/
https://www.facebook.com/MeridianParkPTSA
https://www.fredmeyer.com/account/communityrewards/
https://www.fredmeyer.com/account/communityrewards/
https://couponfollow.com/smilematic#91-1609258
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Calling All MP Artists! The yearbook staff is having a 
Cover Contest for the 2019-2020 MP yearbook. If 

your student would like to enter, please submit your 
art to the Yearbook staff by January 10th. It must 
be in Full Color and on 8.5X11 inch paper. Please 
incorporate our yearbook theme into your art - 

“Looking to the Future 20/20”. Remember that this is 
the cover, so the more full the page is, the better it will 

look.  If you have any questions, please email 
Molly Nordstrand at moogie1221@gmail.com.

We are committed to continuous improvement 
throughout our schools and district. To support that 

work, it is important for us to know how parents and 
guardians view the job we are doing in providing a 

high-quality education for all students.
You are being asked to participate in an important 

online survey to help us quantify strengths and 
opportunities for improvement. This will be our second 

year using the surveys to support the development 
and implementation of school improvement plans and 
school district priorities. The information you provide 
will help us support the continuous improvement of 

our schools and classrooms.
These surveys measure perceptual data based on 

OSPI’s Nine Characteristics of High Performing Schools. 
Staff, families and students (grades 4-12) will be asked 

to participate in the surveys.  
The surveys are conducted annually to support our 
schools and staff as we continuously support and 

improve student achievement. You can find last year’s 
district-level survey reports on our website HERE. 

You can also find school-level reports on 
each school’s websites. 

The survey takes less than 10 minutes to complete 
and are 100 percent anonymous and confidential. 

The data gathered will be used to support the 
development and implementation of school district 
priorities for continuous improvement and school 

improvement plans. 
Click HERE to take the Survey

The deadline to submit a survey is November 15.
If you have any questions, please contact the 

Public Information Office at 
public.info@shorelineschools.org or 206.393.4412.

November 27th is Movie Afternoon, 
from 12-2:15pm. 

Hi, there Cheetahs! 
Hope your year is off to a great start!  We just wanted to 

introduce ourselves! We are Natalie “Mrs. BW” Bachicha-
Wells, 3rd grade teacher, and Ryan Ferguson, Kindergarten 
dean. In addition to our official roles, we have the honor 
to serve as Meridian Park’s Race and Equity Leads! In our 
roles as Equity Leads, we are committed to ensuring our 
instructional practices serve the needs of all students. 
We’ve been working toward this goal through professional 
development and examining school wide data to identify 
trends. 

 We believe that all students, regardless of race, ability, 
gender identity, and socio-economic status are entitled 
to a quality education. If you’d like to get a hold of us (or 
would just like to know more about who we are and what 
we do), we can be reached at natalie.bachicha.wells@
shorelineschools.org and ryan.ferguson@shorelineschools.
org. You can also find Natalie in Room 411 and Ryan just 
about everywhere!

 
We look forward to learning and growing with you all
Natalie Bachicha-Wells and Ryan Ferguson

Come join us on Wednesday, 
November 27th from noon-2:15 

for a special pre-Thanksgiving 
presentation of The Aristocats 
sponsored by Kitty Korner Cat 

Rescue & Lounge. 
The MPPTSA will be serving 

a lunch plate, which includes a 
hotdog, fresh veggies, and water for 
$5.  Extra snacks will be available 
for purchase.  All proceeds go to 
the Annual Campaign to benefit 
MPPTSA. Mystery grab bags are 

also available for purchase.  Please 
bring cat food to donate to Kitty 
Corner Cat Rescue & Lounge.  All 
students must be accompanied by 

an adult. NO DROP OFFS PLEASE! 
Questions? 

Contact Naomi Hillyard at 
naomihillyard@gmail.com

mailto:moogie1221%40gmail.com.?subject=
https://www.research.net/r/shoreline-parent
https://www.research.net/r/shoreline-parent
https://www.shorelineschools.org/cms/lib/WA02217114/Centricity/Domain/4/9Characteristics.pdf
https://www.shorelineschools.org/Page/6144
https://www.research.net/r/shoreline-parent
mailto:public.info%40shorelineschools.org?subject=
mailto:natalie.bachicha.wells%40shorelineschools.org?subject=
mailto:natalie.bachicha.wells%40shorelineschools.org?subject=
mailto:ryan.ferguson%40shorelineschools?subject=
mailto:naomihillyard%40gmail.com?subject=
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Cheetah Cheers
BoxTops for Education

A big Thanks to Cameron, Dayton, Eloise, Jonah, 
Rory, Stella, Xander and all of our other great Meridian 
Park Cheetahs who have doing an awesome job of 
turning in physical BoxTops certificates AND using 
the new BoxTops for Education app to turn in digital 
certificates!  So far this year your BoxTops have resulted 
in over $270 for Meridian Park programs!  Wow!  Please 
keep turning in your BoxTops and let your friends, 
families and neighbors know that they can turn in 
BoxTops for Meridian Park Elementary as well!  In the 
past week you should have received a flyer regarding the 
3 different ways to turn in BoxTops (physical certificate, 
BoxTops App, or receipt), but if you didn’t receive the 
flyer or have additional questions, please send your 
questions to MPPTSAboxtops@gmail.com, or read more 
about the BoxTops for Education program at https://
BTFE.com .  Thank you Cheetahs!  Keep up the great 
work!

Thank you to our wonderful parent 
volunteers!  We can’t do this without you!

KINDERGARTEN 
LUNCH HELPERS
Abby Mueller
Angela Farmer
AnneMarie Kuhnau
Annie Peddicord
Autumn Warriner
Bethany Gipson
Beza Misgana
Bomin Shim
Brandon Gallaher
Carrie Montreuil
Cayce Biggerstaff
Cindy Hensel
Correne Saunders
Elizabeth Bauerle
Heather Bredeson
Hye Baek
Jeremy Birt
Kelley Ford
Kelly Baker
Krissi Postor

Lacey Snyder
Leslie Amman
Mandy Jeppsen
Margaret Wilson
Meredith Richardi
Monique Birt
Sarah Anders
Susan Adhikaram
Tonna Donery
Travis Wilson
Youngsook Shim

HEALTH SCREENINGS 
WITH NURSE TAMA
AnneMarie Kuhnau
Cathy Russell
Elizabeth Bauerle
Jeff Lundberg
Lacey Snyder
Lisa Nordblad
Matika Morgan

This year’s camp was an awesome 
success for our first time of taking 

5th graders. We loved watching the kids 
learn in such an engaging setting!

RETURN TO FIRST PAGE

mailto:MPPTSAboxtops%40gmail.com?subject=
https://BTFE.com
https://BTFE.com
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Dear Families—
With leaves and a chill in the air, it feels like 

November.  Your students are working hard to learn. 
We appreciate everything you’re doing at home to 
support learning. 

Thank you for conferences. Regular communication 
is a priority, so let’s keep talking. Contact your child’s 
teacher at any time by phone or email.  When there’s 
a question, please contact the staff member closest 
to the situation.  As much as possible, we want to 
resolve questions or concerns at the lowest level. 
Our general guideline is to return your calls or emails 
within 48 hours.  We value proactive communication, 
so please communicate early and often.

Family Engagement is also a priority.  We want 
your family to feel connected, informed, and engaged.  
Please let us know your thoughts. 

We are using the early release time on Wednesdays for 
important professional development.  Our professional learning 
teams are collaborating about best instructional practices 
in literacy, math, and other areas. We realize Wednesday 
afternoons impact families, and we are grateful for your 
support.

Thanks to Gretchen and our amazing PTA friends for 
Art Docents, Fall Festival, Parent Ed Nights, and many other 
activities.  It’s never too late to join PTSA.  We invite you to 
have lunch with your child(ren) at any time – it’s a lot of fun. 
Thank you for sharing your children and family.  We are a great 
learning community because of all of us working together.

David Tadlock, Principal

Principal’s Letter

RETURN TO FIRST PAGE

Tadlock Tip #3
Exercise and learning go together. Fall is a great time to 

walk or bike together to enjoy the cool, fresh air.  Sit less, 
stand more, and move more. By reducing screen time 
we can increase book reading and movement.  Try it in 

November:  get outside to walk together for 15 minutes 
daily. Read together for 15 minutes, too.  Let’s model 

healthy habits for our kids.

One Community • Stronger Together
Celebrating 26 Years of Greatness

Reminders
If school is late because of weather, class will 

start at 11:05 am.  We will be on a regular 
recess, lunch, and specialist schedule.

Attendance Matters!
Absences add up – unless ill, students need to be in 
school.  Arrival time is 9:00 am!  Please do not drop 

students early. Thank you.

Drop Off Lane – No Parking Please
Just like the airport, the curb lane is for drop-off only, 

please – no parking.  Adults stay with the car.
Help keep things moving by pulling forward as much as 
possible.  Please park in the lot if you would like to walk 

your child(ren) to the door.
We appreciate your cooperation!

Link Your Fred Meyer Rewards 
Card to Meridian Park PTSA 

Support Meridian Park PTSA by 
linking your Fred Meyer Rewards card today 

[Meridian Park PTSA #TY486]. Don’t worry – 
you’ll still earn fuel points, rewards points, and 

rebates all while supporting your school. 
It’s a win-win!

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/0hWqX_D2n0kNdfaKryFmpA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRfTZ5HP0QzaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZnJlZG1leWVyLmNvbS9hY2NvdW50L2NvbW11bml0eXJld2FyZHMvVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoAAMdqbF3PfMNUUhRKaW92YW5uYUBjb21jYXN0Lm5ldFgEAAAAAQ~~
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As we continue to get to know your students and how best to support them throughout their first year of school, we want to 
make sure that you get to know all of the wonderfully talented educators we have supporting our students each day. Look at last 
month’s Cheetah Chatter to see the names and faces of our classroom teachers. This week, we spotlight two of our treasured 
team members: our family advocate and our music specialist.

Kindergarten News

Cheetah Notes

Shoreline School District #412 does not discriminate against any protected classes. For further information 
on notice of nondiscrimination, including the address and phone number of the Title IX officer, visit 

http://www.shorelineschools.org/info/title_ix.php

Family Advocate
Kristin Harrington is the Meridian Park Kindergarten Family Advocate. The Family Advocate’s job is to provide support and 

resources to students and their families and to foster family involvement in the school. The Family Advocate does this in the 
following ways:

• Connects families to school-based and community resources
• Coordinates services for families living in temporary or transitional living situations
• Facilitates home-school partnerships so all families feel connected to the school
• Advocates for student and family services
• Coordinates weekend food packs, helps families register for back to school and holiday support

Ms. Kristin can be reached at 206-393-1763 or email:  Kristin.harrington@shorelineschools.org

KG Music Specialist
Hello MP Kindergarten Cheetahs! My name is Blyn Burroughs!  I am the Kindergarten Music Specialist here at Meridian Park.  

I have loved singing, dancing, and playing instruments since I was a kindergartener and I am excited to share my love of music 
with all of our students.  I have been working in the Shoreline School District since fall of 2014.

In the music room we do lots of fun and creative things such as playing various percussion instruments like maracas, jingle 
bells, egg shakers, etc.  We sing simple songs like Bingo or The Wheels on the Bus and we read songbooks from around the 
world. Some of the things we will focus on this year are keeping a steady beat through clapping and playing instruments, echo-
singing to help match pitch, starting to read music through simple picture patterns and stick notation, and using puppets and 
posters to help the students to visualize and hear music in the classroom.  We also will be talking about different ways to move 
to music with our bodies such as jumping, skipping, turning around, walking with tip-toe feet, and stomping to the steady beat.

I am excited to be working with your children and I can’t wait to help our students grow as learners in music class!  If you 
ever have any questions for me, feel free to contact me through email.  

Blyn Burroughs, Meridian Park Elementary Kindergarten Music Specialist
Blyn.burroughs@shorelineschools.org

Character Trait of the Month: This month students are learning 
and practicing the trait of GRATITUDE!  At the end of this month we 
celebrate students who have been demonstrating this trait in our VIC 
(Very Important Cheetah) Lunch. Please see the booklist for great ideas on 
how to continue the learning at home with trait specific books.

Katie McCain, M.Ed.
Meridian Park School Counselor
206-393-1785

Counselor’s Corner

mailto:Kristin.harrington%40shorelineschools.org?subject=
mailto:Blyn.burroughs%40shorelineschools.org?subject=
https://www.shorelineschools.org/Page/2889 
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Cheetah Notes

RETURN TO FIRST PAGE

We will have 
a one-day-wonder 
Scholastic Fall Book 
Fair on Tuesday, 
December 3rd.  This 
year’s theme is “Arctic 
Adventure Book Fair.” 

The Book Fair will 
run during the school 
day as well as the 
evening along with the 

PTSA’s monthly meeting and a student choral performance. 
Students will have a chance to preview the Book Fair on 
Monday, December 2nd. It will be a fun event for everyone. 
Our one-day-wonder book fairs have been huge successes. 
Book fair profits benefit all MP students through the 
purchase of new books and the support of author visits 
and other literacy events.

 
We need volunteers to help make our 

one-day book fair a success.
If you can help out during one of the following shifts, or 

any custom time frame, please contact me: jenny.hillger@
shorelineschools.org, or 206-393-4125. 

8:30 - 10:30
10:15 - 12:15
12:00 – 2:00
1:45 – 4:00
5:00 – 6:15
5:30 – 6:45
6:00 – 7:30
7:00 – 8:00 (help with taking down the fair)

We also need help with set up on Tuesday, November 
26, 3:00 – 4:00.

Happy Reading,
Jenny Hillger, MP Teacher~Librarian

From the Library

Resources – Resources – Resources

“Arctic Adventure” 
One-Day-Wonder Book Fair

Tips for Staying Health 
During Cold and Flu Season:

• Wash your hands frequently using soap and 
water. Remember to wash for at least twenty 
seconds. If soap and water are not available, 
use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer. 
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth. 
The “T-Zone” is a common entry for cold and 
flu germs. 
• Avoid contact with people who are sick.
• Stay home if you are sick, and keep your 
children home from school if they are sick.
• Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue 
when you cough or sneeze. Throw away used 
tissue and wash your hands. If a tissue is not 
available, cough or sneeze into your elbow.
• Focus on healthy eating and drinking plenty 
of fluids.
• Exercise regularly and get plenty of sleep.

Please feel free to call the Meridian Park Health 
Office at 206-393-4124 if you have questions.

From the Health Office

The MPPTSA is looking for businesses to 
promote in our Cheetah Chatter newsletter 

and on our website. We would love to provide 
this opportunity to you. Email Naomi Hillyard at 
naomihillyard@gmail.com or text 206-355-7365 

for more information.

mailto:jenny.hillger%40shorelineschools.org?subject=
mailto:jenny.hillger%40shorelineschools.org?subject=
mailto:naomihillyard%40gmail.com?subject=
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From the Music Department

November is a good time to be mindful and thankful for the 
gifts and blessings in our lives, like family, friends, food, health, 
and music!  I am grateful for the opportunity to teach your 
children, to lead them into discovering new concepts and to 
guide them as they grow artistically and learn ways to express 
themselves through music.

COMING UP!  
Veteran’s Day Assembly Grades 1 – 6*

Meridian Park will celebrate Veteran’s Day with an assembly 
Friday, November 8, 9:30 - 10:00 a.m.  Please invite veterans 
in your families and community to attend.  6th and 5th/6th grade 
classes will perform a beautiful song in honor of our Veterans, 
and all students will sing several other songs together. *Separate 
assembly for K on Nov. 6.

From Ms. Anderson in the music room with the 
singing cheetahs of Meridian Park

Cheetah Notes
FOR YOUR CALENDARS:

Please put these dates on your family calendar now, 
as calendars fill up fast!  You won’t want to miss them!

3rd grade 
Sings at 6:00 p.m. at the Book Fair Night & PTSA Meeting 

Tuesday, December 3, 2019. 

Meridian Park Arts Festival, Thursday, May 21, 2020:

2nd grade and 1/2nd 
combination classes sing at 6:30 p.m. 

4th grade and 3/4th 
combination classes sing at 7:00 p.m.

1st grade 
Sings at 6:15 at the PTSA Meeting 

Tuesday,  June 2, 2020.

5th grade 
Sings at 9:30 a.m. at their moving up program 

Tuesday,  June 16, 2020. 

6th grade 
Sings at 9:30 a.m. at their moving up program 

Wednesday June 17, 2020. 

Meridian Park students also sing in several other events, 
such as Veterans Day Assembly in November, Winter sing 
along in December, and the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  

Assembly in January.  
 

5th and 6th grade 
Both 5th and 6th grade students have instrumental 

performances here at Meridian Park.  5th and 6th grade 
honor choir students perform at the west side choral 

festival January 30, 2020.  6th grade students have additional 
performances with band, and orchestra festivals.  

RETURN TO FIRST PAGE

Be sure to visit the 
Meridian Park Spirit Wear 
store to pick up your 
Cheetah gear for the school 
year! Save 10% on Banner 
Hoodies (items 229179, 
229279) during the month 
of November with code 
NOV19P. 

 Meridian Park 
Spirit Wear

NOVEMBER 1-7
During business hours place your 
candy in the bin, in the lobby.

HERE’S HOW IT WORKS
After your kids finish trick-or-treating, ask 
them to donate some of their Halloween 
candy to military troops. 

The kids should put as much of their candy 
as they’d like into the candy bin. Then help 
them select a prize from the prize buckets 
as a thank you gift! Friday, November 9, we 
will take all of the candy to USO Northwest 
who will mail the candy to troops overseas!

CANDY BUY BACK 
WEEK

QUESTIONS?
Maura Parkhurst 
mparkhurst@seattleymca.org 
206 363 0446

Dale Turner Family YMCA
19290 Aurora Ave N
 206 363 0446 seattleymca.org

https://www.meridianparkspiritwear.com/
https://www.meridianparkspiritwear.com/
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PTSA News
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CALLING ALL 
VOLUNTEERS!

Our school depends on the 
generous support of our volunteers 
each year. We invite you to complete 
the PTSA Volunteer Survey, 
either online or using the printout 
that came home in your Welcome 
Packet, so that we can match your 
interests/schedule with volunteer 
opportunities throughout the school 
year. Students thrive with family 
involvement at school, and we can’t do 
it without you! 

Be sure to make a Two Hour 
Volunteer Pledge this year! Post 
the image above to your social media 
with the hashtag #2HoursForMP 
to let your friends and family know 
that you’re proud to help our school 
— then donate just two hours of your 
time during the year to make a real 
difference in the Cheetah community.

HELP KEEP MP PTSA 
GOING STRONG!

If you’re ready to take volunteering 
to the next level, please consider one 
of the following open positions:

• Co-VP of  Volunteer Engagement
• Co-VP of Events/FACE (Family and  
  Community Engagement)
• ELL/Bilingual Board Representative
• Hi Cap Board Representative
• Green Team Lead
Email Gretchen, mpptsapresident@

gmail.com, if you’re interested in 
learning more about any of these 
important roles.

Thank you to I9 Sports and Gentling Smiles for sponsoring 
our Fall Carnival. We couldn’t have done it without you! 

GRANT APPLICATIONS: Meridian Park PTSA has $6,000 of grant funds 
available for the ‘19-’20 school year to support enrichment, unique learning 
opportunities, and program enhancement. Anyone in the MP community can 
apply for a PTSA grant.  Applications are due Thursday, Nov. 7th by 5:00 

pm via email to mpptsagrants@gmail.com and mpptsapresident@gmail.
com.  Visit the Meridian Park PTSA Grant Opportunities webpage to download 

the application, guidelines, and see examples of previously funded projects.   
Contact mpptsagrants@gmail.com with questions, or if you would like to be 

part of the team that reviews projects for funding!

This is the time of year when we ask 
you, our school community, to donate 
money to providing enrichment, school 
wide events, parent education, art docent 
materials, teacher grants, etc. You can 
donate through our website MPPTSA.org, 
PayPal, or by check/cash. Just look for the 
white envelope attached to a flyer coming 
home soon. For every donation, you will 
receive a chance to enter a drawing for a 
gift card to Ohana Restaurant, generously 
donated by the Yoshimura family, and a 
Cheetah Champion key ring. 

The Shoreline Special Needs PTSA (SSNPTSA) will be happy to announce the 
guidelines and application process for their ‘19-’20 Special Needs Classroom 

Grants program in mid-November. In prior years, grants have supported things 
like special education materials, books, adaptive equipment, inclusion and social 
supports, sensory equipment, and guest presenters on special education topics 

— for resource rooms, special needs classrooms, AND general education 
classrooms! Please check the SSNPTSA website after November 20th for 

information on the available award amounts and instructions for how to apply. 
You may also direct questions to Elizabeth Swan, the Grant Committee Chair, 

at info@shorelinespecialneedspta.org. 

The Meridian Park PTSA kicked off their 
Annual Fundraising Campaign on Friday, October 25th. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdfEsrJGoS8frfv2jJhoXOhkSOcT_XvuZWPqt9u7GCKRY8P-A/viewform
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1JWVOOCJwqL0i3EYmKd5lp4z4EK9OmnAX
mailto:mpptsapresident@gmail.com
mailto:mpptsapresident@gmail.com
mailto:mpptsagrants%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:mpptsapresident%40gmail?subject=
https://mpptsa.org/forms/
mailto:mpptsagrants%40gmail.com?subject=
http://MPPTSA.org
http://shorelinespecialneedspta.org/
mailto:?subject=
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Community Resources
Meridian Park Elementary 

www.shorelineschools.org/ 
meridianpark/

David Tadlock, Principal 
david.tadlock@shorelineschools.org

Derek Dalasta, Kinder Administrator 
derek.dalasta@shorelineschools.org

Jake Goett, Registrar

Annie Bach, Office Manager

Suzy Cowgill, Kinder Office Manager

Tama Leahy, School Nurse

Katie McCain / Suz Fix, Counselor

Kim Kauffman, Kinder Counselor

Annie Gage, Family Advocate

Susie Moore, Kinder Family Advocate

2019-2020 MP PTSA 
mpptsa.org

Executive Committee
Gretchen Bjork Knudsen, President 
mpptsapresident@gmail.com

Briana Bell, Secretary 
mpptsasecretary@gmail.com

Ann Yee / Callie Steward, Co-Treasurers 
mpptsatreasurer@gmail.com

Dawn Moser, VP of Events 
mpptsavpevents@gmail.com

Mary Kate Horwood / Erika Botch
Co-VP of Programs/Clubs
mpptsavpprograms@gmail.com

Standing Committees
Kate Beck, Legislative Chair 
mpptsalegislativechair@gmail.com

Suni Tolton / Mary Webb / 
Katherine Vangunst, Grants
mpptsagrants@gmail.com
Nauko Grimlund,  
Membership Coordinator 
mpptsamemberships@gmail.com

Carolyn Hostetler,  
Volunteer Coordinator 
mpptsavolunteers@gmail.com

Jiovanna Koceski / Amy Baldwin,  
‘Cheetah Chatter’ Editors 
mpptsanewsletter@gmail.com

Nancy Jenkins, Webmaster 
mpptsawebsite@gmail.com

Elizabeth Swan, Friday Email Blasts

Hannah Peterson / Lara Gino,  
Teacher Representatives

Follow the MP PTSA on Facebook

 
Cheetah Chatter is published monthly by 

Meridian Park Elementary and  
the Meridian Park PTSA

Candy Buy Back  
Sat. Nov. 1 – Thurs. Nov. 7

Dale Turner YMCA, 19290 Aurora Ave. N, Shoreline
Kids can donate candy into the candy bin and select a prize from the prize 
buckets in exchange as a thank you gift!  Candy will be mailed to troops 

overseas by the USO Northwest.  Contact Maura Parkhurst 
mparkhurst@seattleymca.org 206-363-0446 for more info.

Edmonds Diversity Film Series
Third Saturday of the month at Noon.

Edmonds Theater, 415 Main Street, Edmonds
FREE screenings of films related to diversity, inclusion, and equity.  

Nov. 16 – Double Feature!
Lioness –Documentary about the first group of 5 women soldiers sent 

into direct ground combat in Iraq.  Together the women’s candid narratives 
and scenes from their lives back home form a portrait of the emotional 

and psychological effects of war from a female point of view.  And Charlie 
& Sam 15 minutes film follows WWII Naval Aviator Charlie Edwards, age 
97 year) as he travels to meet his old squadron mate for a final farewell.

Shoreline Social Justice Book Group
Sun. Nov. 10, 2-4pm

Shoreline City Hall, 17500 Midvale Ave. North, Shoreline
The Shoreline Social Justice Book (SSJB) group is for neighbors to read 

and discuss books written from diverse perspectives.  November’s book is 
Evicted by Matthew Desmond.  Contact Suni Tolton at stolton@shoreline-
wa.gov or 206-801-2256 for more info. and if you are interested in volun-

teering to help facilitate discussions.

RESOURCES
POC Shoreline is a facebook group for people of color who reside in the 
Shoreline area and are interested in building community together online 
and/or in-person at regular community events.  Contact pocshoreline@

gmail.com or see the webpage for more info.

OPPORTUNITIES
United Way of King County is looking for people of color for the 2020 

session of Project LEAD (Leadership, Effectiveness and Diversity)  Project 
LEAD is a month-long, intensive leadership program that recruits, trains 

and empowers people of color to take the first step toward leadership on 
nonprofit boards of directors.  Applications are due by Friday, Nov. 15. If 

you have any questions, please email projectlead@uwkc.org.
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