
2020 Towner Award Nominee
The Bee Book
by Fergus Chadwick, Steve Alton, Emma Sarah Tennant, Bill Fitzmaurice, and Judy Earl
 
The Bee Book shows you step-by-step how to create a bee-friendly garden, get started in 
beekeeping, and harness the power of honey for well-being.
 
 



2020 Towner Award Nominee
Counting on Katherine: How Katherine Johnson Saved Apollo 13
by Helaine Becker  and Dow Phumiruk (Illustrator)
 
You've likely heard of the historic Apollo 13 moon landing. But do you know about the 
mathematical genius who made sure that Apollo 13 returned safely home?
 
As a child, Katherine Johnson loved to count. And she was curious about the universe. This 
is the story of a groundbreaking American woman who not only calculated the course of 
moon landings for NASA but, in turn, saved lives and made enormous contributions to 
history.
 
 



2020 Towner Award Nominee
The Hen Who Sailed Around the World: A True Story
by Guirec Soudée
 
Meet Monique! In this true story, online phenomenon Guirec Soudée shares his adventures 
both unbelievable and heartwarming, sailing around the world with his brave, affectionate 
red hen, Monique. 
 
 



2020 Towner Award Nominee
Highest Mountain, Smallest Star: A Visual Compendium of Wonders
by Kate Baker
 
Do you know how tall the tallest mountain on Earth is? Or how deep the deepest ocean 
goes? Have you ever wondered how a dinosaur would measure up against the Great Pyramid 
of Giza? Or if a bird could fly faster than an airplane? Learn all this and more in this book.
 
 



2020 Towner Award Nominee
Shaking Things Up: 14 Young Women Who Changed the World
by Susan Hood
Shaking Things Up introduces fourteen revolutionary young women—each paired with a 
noteworthy female artist—to the next generation of activists, trail-blazers, and rabble-
rousers. 
 



2020 Towner Award Nominee
Thirty Minutes Over Oregon: A Japanese Pilot's World War II Story
by Marc Tyler Nobleman 
 
The devastating attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, drew the United States into World War II in 
1941. But few are aware that several months later, the Japanese pilot Nobuo Fujita dropped 
bombs in the woods outside a small town in coastal Oregon. This is the story of those 
bombings, and what came after, when Fujita returned to Oregon twenty years later, this time 
to apologize.
 
 



2020 Towner Award Nominee
Avalanche Dog Heroes: Piper and Friends Learn to Search the Snow
by Elizabeth Rusch 
Follow Piper the border collie and her canine classmates through a season of avalanche 
rescue training. As they learn the skills they need to become snow rescue dogs, you'll learn 
about the work these amazing canines do and about avalanche safety.
 



2020 Towner Award Nominee
Twinkle Twinkle Little Star, I Know Exactly What You Are
by Julia Kregenow
Do you know why stars twinkle? It's time to find out!
 
Written to the classic melody of "Twinkle Twinkle Little Star" by an expert in astrophysics, 
this book is the perfect introduction to the real science behind the magic of stars. Discover 
how stars are created, what they're made of, and even what makes them look like they're 
twinkling.
 
Twinkle Twinkle Little Star
I know exactly what you are
Opaque ball of hot dense gas, 
million times our planet's mass, 
looking small because you're far, 
I know exactly what you are.
 



2020 Towner Award Nominee
What Do They Do with All That Poo?
by Jane Kurtz  and Allison Black (Illustrations)
 
There are so many different kinds of animals at the zoo, and they each make lots and lots 
(and sometimes LOTS!) of poo. So what do zoos do with all of that poo? This zany, fact-
filled romp explores zoo poo, from cube-shaped wombat poo to white hyena scat, and all of 
the places it ends up, including in science labs and elephant-poo paper—even backyard 
gardens!
 
 



2020 Towner Award Nominee
What's on Your Plate?: Exploring the World of Food
by Whitney Stewart
 
It's a big, tasty world out there—and this book takes kids on a tour through the cuisines of 
14 countries, complete with a recipe for each one. 
 
What’s on your plate? Chances are it’s not quite the same as what’s on other children’s 
plates around the world. Come on a journey to see how people in different countries 
prepare, eat, and think about their food. 
 
 


