
Ms. Perin’s  
Frogtastic 3rd Grade!    
September 13, 2019 

Dear Room 5 Families, 
 We had a very successful first full week of school!  We are continuing to work on 
routines and expectations.  This is such a fun and energetic class.  I can tell this is going to be 
an amazing year! 

Below is a description of the activities we have been working on this week. 

Literacy 
The first two weeks of school are an exciting time for readers. Our class will learn how 

to read fiction stories and nonfiction articles carefully. We will learn about basic skills that we 
will use in our reading throughout the year.
During this time our class will focus on: 
 • Ways to talk about their reading with partners and the class. 
 • Strategies to help them pronounce long words. 
 • Strategies to figure out the meanings of hard words they read. 
 • How to find important details in fiction stories and nonfiction articles as they read. 
 • How to analyze what they read and write about it. 
Here are two activities you can do to help your child get ready to read. 
 • Read together a fiction story. Discuss what happens in the story and who the characters 

are. 
 • Read together a nonfiction book or article. Ask your child what the article is about. 

Discuss what kinds of photos and images they see. What can they learn from these 
images? 

This year your child will learn how to become a confident and fluent reader in the 21st 
Century. Your interest and enthusiasm will support your child’s efforts. 

Math 
 We are introducing a new math curriculum this year, Bridges!  This is a fun and 
engaging curriculum with serval different components.  The components are: Problems & 
Investigations - our whole-group activities that also incorporate independent practice and 
partner work, Work Places - math stations that are engaging and developmentally appropriate 
and offer ongoing practice with key skills, and Math Forums - student discussions of their 
solutions and strategies for solving problems. 
 In September we began with Module 1, Community Building & Addition Facts to 
Twenty.  This module has focused on building a community of learners and setting the tone 
for math class for the rest of the year.  Students built People Glyphs to share with classmates 
their preferred learning styles in math.  They have sorted and classified the glyphs and 



collected the data on a bar graph.  In this module students also created an Addition Table to 
review basic addition facts and discuss patterns relating to addition. 

Social Studies 
  The students are continuing to learn about being safe, responsible, and respectful 
throughout our school.  We are learning how to work together as a community in order to 
have the best 3rd grade year possible.  Everyone has been doing a wonderful job! 

Dates & Reminders 
• 9/16/2019 - 9/20/19 - Week A 
• September 18th - Early Release @1:50 
• Curriculum Night - Thursday, September 19th is Curriculum Night for parents. This will 

give me the opportunity to share information about our schedule, routines, and curriculum.  
You will also get to see what we have accomplished already and ask any questions that you 
may have.  There will be an ELL information session from 5:30-6:00 in the library if you are 
interested in our ELL program.  This year I will be holding two classroom sessions, they are 
from 6:00-6:30 and 6:40-7:10.  Please let me know if you have any questions.  I hope to see 
you there! 

• Paperwork - I am still collecting student update forms, emergency contact forms and, 
questionnaires.  Thank you for completing them and sending them in. 

• Specialist Schedule - Our specialist schedule will rotate each week. Next week we will be 
on the week B schedule.  

Week A 
• Tuesday - P.E.  
• Wednesday - Integrated Arts 
• Thursday - P.E. 
• Friday - Library 

Week B 
• Tuesday - Integrated Arts 
• Wednesday - P.E. 
• Thursday - Integrated Arts 
• Friday - Library 

• Snack - Please send your 3rd grader to school each day with a healthy, nut free, snack.  
Some ideas for healthy snacks include a string cheese, fruit, vegetables, or crackers – 
something easy and neat to eat. Desserts, drinks, or food that needs a spoon/fork will not 
work well for snack time. 

• Recess - Please make sure your child is dressed for the weather each day.  Unless the 
weather is extreme, students will go outside.  We have recess Monday mornings from 11:00 
to 11:15, everyday at the end of lunch, which is from 12:10-12:35, and every afternoon from 
2:30 to 2:45. 

I hope you all have a wonderful weekend and I will see you Monday! 

Sincerely, 

Mary Perin 
mary.perin@shorelineschools.org
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