
Ms. Perin’s Frogtastic 
3rd Grade!    

October 26, 2018 

Dear Room 5 Families, 
 It has been a busy week in 3rd Grade!  I hope you have all had a wonderful week! 
 Below is a description of the activities we have been working on this week. 

Literacy 
 This week our class has been focusing on how problem solving can lead to new ideas 
and new products. We have been talking about people who came up with new inventions 
when investigating and trying to solve a problem. 
• High-Frequency Words: Our watch out words this week were: plain, braid, fail, grain, 
snail, paint, sway, tray, gray, stay, state, fake, same, weigh, they, fine, skate, 
globe, sleigh, and afraid.  Our oral vocabulary words were design, encouraged, 
examine, investigation, quality, simple, solution, and substitute.  (Watch Out Words 
are the students weekly spelling words.  Oral vocabulary words are words that students 
are learning the meaning of.) 

• Spelling/Phonics:  This week students reviewed the final e spelling patter. 
• Comprehension Skill: Cause and Effect 
• Comprehension Strategy: Ask & Answer Question 

Here are some activities that you can do with your child to help reinforce the skills we’ve 
be practicing. 

• Spelling/Phonics: long a (spelled ay, ai, a_e, ea, ei, eigh, ey) Rewrite the list words 
for your child, but leave out the vowels in each word. Have your child write the missing 
vowels. 

• Comprehension: cause and effect Read (or talk) about an invention. Help your child 
figure out the problem that the invention helped to solve. 

Math 
We continued Topic 3, Using Place Value to Add and Subtract.  This week students 

have been focusing on subtraction.  We have learned and practiced three different 
strategies to help us solve 3-digit subtraction problems.  The first strategy was using the 
expanded form of a number.  For example, 546-133=?  Student would first expand the 
number being subtracted and then take away each part separately.  So 546-(100+30+3).  
546-100=446, 446-30=416, then 416-3=413.  Then they know that 546-133=413.  This 
strategy helps students break apart the subtraction problem into smaller easier parts. 
The second strategy was using place value blocks to subtract and then writing the answer 



in standard form.  Lastly, students practiced using the standard algorithm with 
regrouping to subtract. 

Science 
 We continued Sound this week! Students had the opportunity to explore how sound 
travels from place to place.  Working in teams, they produced sounds with tuning forks 
and investigated how these sounds traveled through air, wood, string, and metal.  
Comparing and describing the results enable students to draw conclusions and develop 
hypotheses about how sound travels through different materials.   

Students also began to focus their investigations on one aspect of sound: pitch.  As 
students begin to realize that pitch and volume are not the same, they start to develop 
the specific language needed to describe pitch.  Exploring the sounds made by tapping 
three nails of different sizes introduces students to the idea that objects of different 
sizes can be used to produce sounds of different pitches. 

Dates & Reminders 
•October 29th - November 2nd - Week B 

•October 31st - Early Release at 1:50 

•October 31st - Halloween Party - 1:10-1:40pm - Our classroom will be having a low-key 
celebration from 1:10-1:40pm.  Please keep costumes simple and non-violent.  “Look-
alike” weapons or props that represent or can be construed as weapons are not allowed.  
If your child will be wearing a costume, please send the costume to school Tuesday 
morning.  Children are not to wear their costumes to school. If you are helping with 
snacks for the party please send in any fruit or veggies on Wednesday, all other snacks 
can be sent in anytime. Thanks! 

•November 7th - Early Release at 1:50 

•November 12th - NO SCHOOL - Veteran’s Day 

•November 14th - Full School Day 

•November 16th - Picture Retake Day 

I hope you all have a wonderful weekend and I will see you Monday! 

Sincerely, 
Mary Perin 

mary.perin@shorelineschools.org

mailto:mary.perin@shorelineschools.org

